PhenX Toolkit Supplemental Information





Domain: Demographics

Release Date: September 22, 2008

Language Spoken at Home







	About the Measure 

	Domain
	Demographics

	Measure
	Language Spoken at Home

	Definition
	Question asking the respondent if he/she speaks any language other than English at home and if he/she speaks English well.


	About the Protocol

	Description of Protocol
	A question for the respondent to indicate whether he/she speaks a language, other than English, at home.  If so, the language spoken at home follows.  Also, the respondent is supposed to indicate how well he/she speaks English.

	Protocol text
	Do you speak a language other than English at home?  
[Check boxes for "Yes" and "NO", 
If NO skip next questions.]                                                              
What is this language?  __________                    
(For example: Korean, Italian, Spanish, Vietnamese)                                                                     

How well do you speak English?  
[Check boxes for Very well, Well, Not well, Not at all]                                                                               Please note that this question has changed from the original to indicate the language of the respondent rather than others in the household

	Participant
	Any age.

	Source
	American Community Survey (ACS) 
2008
Question numbers: 13a. through c

	Language of Source
	English

	Personnel and Training Required
	This question may be self-administered (as in the source protocol) or administered by an interviewer with a pencil and paper or computer-assisted interview. 

The interviewer must be trained to conduct personal interviews with individuals from the general population.  The interviewer must be trained and found to be competent (i.e., tested by an expert) at the completion of personal interviews*.  The interviewer should be trained to prompt respondents further if a “don’t know” response is provided. 

* There are multiple modes to administer this question (e.g., pencil and paper and computer-assisted interviews).

	Equipment Needs
	Either a pencil and paper or computer-assisted instrument may be used.  If a computer-assisted instrument is used, computer software may be necessary to develop the instrument. The interviewer will require a laptop computer/handheld computer to administer a computer-assisted questionnaire.

	Protocol Type
	Self-administered or interviewer-administered questionnaire

	General References
	U.S. Census Bureau.  2008 American Community Survey Questionnaire.  Retrieved November 3, 2008, from http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/SQuest08.pdf
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