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	About the Measure 

	Domain
	Reproductive Health

	Measure
	Sexual Violence

	Definition
	Questions to assess a participants’ experience with sexual violence. Sexual violence is defined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as a sexual act committed against someone without that person’s freely given consent.



	About the Protocol

	Description of Protocol
	This protocol was taken from the CDC’s 2007 (CDC’s) Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS). While the BRFSS is interviewer-administered, the Expert Review Panel believes the protocol could also be computer or self-administered. 

	Protocol text
	Are you in a safe place to answer these questions? 
1 [ ] Yes
2 [ ] No [Go to closing Statement] 

1. In the past 12 months, has anyone touched sexual parts of your body after you said or showed that you didn’t want them to, or without your consent (for example being groped or fondled)?

1 [ ] Yes
2 [ ] No
7 [ ] Don’t know/Not sure
9 [ ] Refused


2. In the past 12 months, has anyone exposed you to unwanted sexual situations that did not involve physical touching? Examples include things like sexual harassment, someone exposing sexual parts of their body to you, being seen by a peeping Tom, or someone making you look at sexual photos or movies?

1 [ ] Yes
2 [ ] No
7 [ ] Don’t know/Not sure
9 [ ] Refused

3. Now, I am going to ask you questions about unwanted sex. Unwanted sex includes things like putting anything into your vagina [If female], anus, or mouth or making you do these things to them after you said or showed that you didn’t want to. It includes times when you were unable to consent, for example, you were drunk or asleep, or you thought you would be hurt or punished if you refused.

1 [ ] Yes
2 [ ] No [Go to Q5]
7 [ ] Don’t know/Not sure [Go to Q5]
9 [ ] Refused [Go to Q5] 

4. Has anyone EVER had sex with you after you said or showed that you didn’t want them to or without your consent?

1 [ ] Yes
2 [ ] No
7 [ ] Don’t know/Not sure
9 [ ] Refused

5. Has this happened in the past 12 months?

1 [ ] Yes
2 [ ] No [Go to Q7]
7 [ ] Don’t know/Not sure [Go to Q7]
9 [ ] Refused [Go to Q7]

6. Has anyone EVER ATTEMPTED to have sex with you after you said or showed that you didn’t want to or without your consent, BUT SEX DID NOT OCCUR? 

1 [ ] Yes
2 [ ] No
7 [ ] Don’t know/Not sure
9 [ ] Refused

7. Has this happened in the past 12 months?


Note: If Q3 = 1 (Yes) or Q5 = 1 (Yes); continue. Otherwise, read closing statement.


8. Think about the time of the most recent incident involving a person who had sex with you –or- attempted to have sex with you after you said or showed that you didn’t want to or without your consent? What was that person’s relationship to you? 

Do not read: 

01 [ ] Current boyfriend/girlfriend 
02 [ ] Former boyfriend/girlfriend 
03 [ ] Fiancé 
04 [ ] Spouse or live-in partner 
05 [ ] Former spouse or former live-in partner 
06 [ ] Someone you were dating 
07 [ ] First Date 
08 [ ] Friend 
09 [ ] Acquaintance 
10 [ ] A person known for less than 24 hours 
11 [ ] Complete stranger 
12 [ ] Parent 
13 [ ] Step-parent 
14 [ ] Parent’s partner 
15 [ ] Parent in-law 
16 [ ] Other relative 
17 [ ] Neighbor 
18 [ ] Co-worker 
19 [ ] Other non-relative 
20 [ ] Multiple perpetrators [Go to closing statement] 
77 [ ] Don’t know / Not sure 
99 [ ] Refused

9. Was the person who did this male or female?

1 [ ] Male
2 [ ] Female
7 [ ] Don’t know/Not sure
9 [ ] Refused 

Closing Statement: We realize that this topic may bring up past experiences that some people may wish to talk about. If you or someone you know would like to talk to a trained counselor, please call 1-800-656- HOPE (4673). Would you like me to repeat this number?

	Participant
	Participants ages 18-69

	Source
	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  2007 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), Module 17, available at http://www.cdc.gov/brfss/

	Language of Source
	English

	Personnel and Training Required
	This question may be self-administered (as in the source protocol with computer-assisted interview). 

Note: The PhenX Working Group recommends conducting this measure using computer-assisted interviews.

	Equipment Needs
	If a computer-assisted instrument is used, computer software may be necessary to develop the instrument. 

If self-administered, a pencil and paper are needed.

	Protocol Type
	Interviewer-administered questionnaire

	General References
	Basile KC, Smith SG, Breiding MJ, Black MC, Mahendra RR. Sexual Violence Surveillance: Uniform Definitions and Recommended Data Elements, Version 2.0. Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; 2014.

	Process and Review
	The Expert Review Panel #5 (ERP 5) reviewed the measures in the Reproductive Health domain. 
Guidance from ERP 5 includes the following:
· Replaced protocol

Previous version in Toolkit archive (link).
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